Gardening

Still Creek Landcare

RE ON THE LOOKOUT £OR
THE AMERICAN CORN SNAKE

Feral animals are now taking
a different twist. There have been
recent sightings of the American
Corn Snake Pantherophis guttatus
throughout the greater Sydney area.
American Corn Snake is a non-
venomous small to medium-sized,
slender snake which originates from
the United States of America and
Mexico. Adult snakes can grow up
to 180 cm long. Colouration in the
American Corn Snake species is
highly variable however the most
common form is orange or brownish-
yellow with large black-edged red
blotches down the middle of its back.
For more information and pictures on
the American corn snake see https://
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-
livestock/nia/american-corn-snake.

The American Corn Snake
can potentially carry ticks that
spread the bacterium Cowdria
ruminantium that, although not
lethal to reptiles, can kill grazing
animals. American Corn Snakes are
also a vector of cryptosporosis, a
diarrhoeal disease.

The main ecological impacts
where the American Corn Snake has
been introduced are on native animals
that may be consumed as prey,
including mammals, birds, frogs and
lizards. It is primarily active at night
and is both a terrestrial burrower and
extremely good climber. It only preys
on nests at night, which is potentially
dangerous to adult birds on the nest.

Breeding occurs in spring and 3-40
eggs are laid during the summer.
Individuals can live for up to 32 years
in captivity.

The American Corn Snake is
able to survive in a diverse range of
habitats including open grassland,
forest, agricultural land and semi-
urban areas. These characteristics
and the ability of the species to hide
under objects, burrow underground
and to climb trees, make detection
of the snake in an open environment
difficult. Because the American Corn
Snake is difficult to detect, eradication
once established in the wild is
difficult.

The American Corn Snake is
considered a serious invasive species
and is listed as prohibited under
the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015. It is
an offence to deal with or posses
an American Corn Snake unless
authorised by the Department of
Primary Industries (DPI). You can
expect fines in the thousands of
dollars for having an unauthorised
American Corn Snake.

0 Any information on American
Corn Snake detected in NSW can
be reported to NSW DPI through:
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
biosecurity/forms/report-an-
unusual-animal-sighting or email:
invasive.species@dpi.nsw.gov.au
or The Invasive Plants and Animals
Inquiry Line - 1800 680 244

Bromeliad Society of Australia

Looking After _
Youwr Orchids

Guest Speaker
George Oehm

The Bromeliad Society
of Australia will hold
their next meeting at the
Federation Pavilion, Castle
Hill Showground on Saturday, 14 July with
plant sales commencing at 11am prior to the
meeting.

Access is via the new Showground entrance
off Showground Road into Doran Drive, Castle Hill

with plenty of parking on site.

Guest speaker George Oehm has
been growing orchids for about 15 years,
commencing with cymbidiums and 10 years
ago after joining ANOS Central Coast Group
he became very passionate about native
Dendrobium Hybrids.

He is currently busy as the Chairperson/
Coordinator for the Wyong Spring Orchid Festival
- being held during September at Wyong Race
Course combing 4 orchid clubs, several orchid
vendors and six Lifestyle Groups.

Although, a primarily Australian Native
Orchid grower George does have a number of
other genera that he also grows and this talk will
include a variety of orchids and how to look after
them.

BSA meetings include interesting guest
speakers, plant sales, club news, raffles and
competitions as well as providing an opportunity
to meet with like-minded people in a friendly and
inviting environment.

@ Contact Ian Hook — mobile 0408 202 269,
email: ianhookl@bigpond.com. Visit Website:
www.bromeliad.org.au
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