Gardening

Budgerigar Society of NSW Inc.
Hills Branch members were
prominent amongst the exhibitors at
the Budgerigar Display / Show held
between the 20th and 22nd July at
the National Orchid Show, located
at South Windsor Sporting Stadium.
Whilst the Orchids attracted a great
numbers of people all weekend,
there was consistent interest
in the Budgerigars on display.
During the time that the birds were
being viewed, Budgerigar Society
representatives were kept busy
answering the many questions from
the general public, who identified as
residing within a wide range of the
suburbs that comprise the Hills Area.
The display of Budgerigars
show- casing the various varieties

and colours of the birds, was the
result of the recent Budgerigar
National Championships held at
Penrith Panthers, Event Marquee
,during May 2018; where the
Orchid Society of New South Wales
provided an attractive display
of Orchids. The combination of
Budgerigars and Orchids has proved
to be a very good match when
on display, whilst also providing
hobbies that compliment each
other, and can be enjoyed by various
members of a family or partnership.
Hills Branch Meetings have been
attracting greater numbers of birds
for the Table Show that is part of
the each monthly meeting, with the
awards being distributed amongst

By Ray Galbraith

the various members at all levels
of experience. Each meeting, great
interest is taken in the products
on display and for purchase to
members and visitors, at the Trade
Table operated by the Branch at
reduced prices. This facility is very
ably operated by Kathy and Ian
Manton and appreciated by the
members, and allows our hobby to
be further enjoyed, by the purchase
of products at reasonable prices.
Interesting Budgie Facts;
• Originally the budgerigars
imported to Britain were a
greeny-yellow in colour. The
other colours that we see today
have been developed over time.

• The first Blue Budgerigars in the
UK appeared in1878.
• Budgerigars may be relatively
small birds but they have up to
3000 feathers across their bodies.
• Budgerigars a species of parakeet.
At the recent Annual General
Meeting of the Hills Branch, Daniel
Childs was re-elected as the
President, along with all positions
being filled by willing and eager
branch members.
Care to be part of a hobby that
can be enjoyed by an individual,
partnership or family, then contact
should be made with Peter Dodd
by telephoning 9888-5631 or
peter_dodd@primus.com

Nature is sometimes very clever!
By Barry Lees

I

magine a seed that actually screws itself into the soil to give it the best chance of
growing. Now that is cunning!
There are some local native grasses are called speargrasses. One of these is Oat
Speargrass (Anisopogon avenaceous), that grows up to 1m tall.
When young, the seeds start off green and straight, but as they mature in the seed
head, they dry to a straw colour and bend as shown in my drawing. Once mature, (in
November), they fall to the ground with the sharp point downwards. Down in the leaf
litter and other grasses and groundcovers, it is damp. The twisted stem then unwinds
itself and lengthens, but the awns are caught in surrounding vegetation and can’t move,
so the seed turns and the sharp point is pushed into the soil.
I find this fascinating. To demonstrate, you can take a mature seed from the seedhead,
hold the seed, lick your finger and touch it on the twisted stem, then watch the awn slowly
turn. The same thing happens with seeds from other local speargrasses from the Austrostipa
genus. Seeds from these grasses are similar in shape, but don’t have the small awns.
To find out more, talk to us. Visit stillcreeklandcare.com.au or Facebook.

BUY DIRECT FROM THE QUARRY
ROUGH SQUARED
BLOCKS
$385/pallet, 4m2

113 Smallwood Road (off Halcrows Rd) Glenorie NSW 2157
52
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GABION SPALLS
Great for Baskets or
Creek Beds
$16.50 tonne min.
quantities apply

www.sandstonesales.com.au
Read online at www.galstoncommunity.com.au

