
HILLSIDE - CHAMPION SCHOOL!
Once again the students at 
Hillside Public School have 
excelled in the pool coming 
first on handicap at the recent 
Beecroft Zone Carnival held at 
Homebush. Congratulations 
to our relay team Aaleyah, Ava, 
Haize and Izak on their fantastic 
swim, placing them first at the 
carnival.

At Hillside, physical education 
is more than a mandatory 
component of the NSW PDHPE 
syllabus. All of our students 
actively participate in a number 
of physical activities during 
a school week. On Monday 
students are lead through a 
variety of fitness activities 
capably lead by our Year 6 
leaders. Activities include 
games, fundamental movement 
skills, cross country training and 
fitness stations. For sport this 
term the students have been 
learning throwing and catching 
skills needed to play volleyball 
during weekly sessions run by 
Ty. During morning tea and 
lunch breaks our students 
enjoy playing handball, 

tennis, utilising the climbing 
equipment or kicking a soccer 
ball. Hillside students develop 
self-management, interpersonal 
and movement skills to become 
empowered, self-confident and 
socially responsible citizens. 

This term all students K to 6 have 
been learning about famous 
artists. They have learnt about 
Piet Mondrian, a Dutch artist best 
known for his abstract paintings. 
They have also looked at the 
works of art of Henri Matisse 
such as The Snail, The Inattentive 
Reader and The Sheaf. They 
enjoyed reading about his life 
in the book Henri’s Scissors and 
experimented with his technique 
which he called ‘drawing with 
scissors’. The students thoroughly 
enjoy the whole school learning 
opportunities that are available 
at Hillside.

If you are wanting a school where 

-  the classes are small and not 
overcrowded,

-  every student is encouraged 
and nurtured to do their 
personal best,

Zone Relay 
Champions

-  students learn tolerance and 
understanding because of our 
peer activities,

-  there are outstanding facilities 
including a dedicated STEAM 
room (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art and Maths)

-  there are more sporting 
opportunities for all students 
as a small school, 

-  there is a 1:1 ratio of iPads and 
Notebook computers,

-  dedicated French and music 
teacher

then Hillside is your school. 

Please contact the school 
at organise a visit to see the 
wonderful variety of programs 
offered to all of our students. 
Ring 9652 1459 now!

STILL CREEK LANDCARE 
MAKE SURE YOUR PLANTS DON’T ESCAPE!
By Barry Lees

In gardens, some people plant 
non-natives (exotic plants) 
only. Some have natives only, 
and some have an interesting 
mix. Whatever your preference, 
most gardens are beautiful and 
provide a source of endless 
enjoyment. But consider this……

Since 1770, when James Cook 
arrived and announced he 
had discovered Australia, wide 
areas of our native bushland 
have been invaded by exotic 
plants. Examples are privet, 
lantana, blackberry, wandering 
jew (Trad), seaside daisy, 
passionfruit, honeysuckle, 
agapanthus, pampas grass, 
cotoneaster, ochna, bamboo, 
Formosan lily, mother of 
millions, bridal creeper. Each 
year bushcare volunteers, 
property owners, farmers, 
National Parks staff, Councils 
and Landcare members spend 
countless hours and millions of 

dollars trying to get rid of these 
weeds. 

Surprisingly, 90% of all weeds 
were once grown only in 
people’s gardens and have 
escaped into the bush. So how 
did they do that?

Nature is very cunning and 
has given plants many ways of 
spreading:

•  Roots can grow underground 
into nearby bushland

•  Some plants such as grasses, 
fireweed, fleabane have 
windblown seeds

•  Seed is washed into bush by 
water after heavy rain

•  Seeds remain fertile in bird 
and animal poo and is spread 
far and wide

•  Seeds stick to clothing and 
animal fur

•  Then there are those awful 
people who dump stuff in the 

bush. I recently removed a 
pile of cotoneaster branches 
covered in red berries from 
the bush near the end of 
Crosslands Road.

So how can we prevent garden 
escapes?

•  Don’t grow exotic plants 
that are known to be hard 
to control e.g. fishbone fern, 
seaside daisy, common 
couch, honeysuckle, jasmine, 
any plant with windblown 
seed.

•  Cut spent flowers off before 
they go to seed, especially 
agapanthus, cassia, 
Formosan lily.

•   Cut seed heads off plants 
with windblown seed like 
pampas grass.

•  Help the community by 
removing weeds from 
bushland near your place, 
with the owner’s permission.

•  Never dump garden waste in 
the bush or on roadsides.

Landcare would love it if you 
decided to join us, or one of 
the Bushcare groups in the 
area. For Landcare, talk to 
Nick on 9653 2056 or email 
StillCreekLandcare@iinet or go 
to www.stillcreeklandcare.com.
au or Facebook. For Bushcare, 
talk to Council on 9847 6362.
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